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astronomer Ibn Yunus and the great physicist Ibn al-Haitham;
al-Karkhi was working at Baghdad, Ibn Sina in Persia, al-Biruni
in Afghanistan. These mathematicians and others were not afraid
to tackle the most difficult problems of Greek geometry. . . . Pass
to the West and what do you find? Wretched little treatises on the
calendar, on the use of the abacus, on Roman (duodecimal) frac-
tions, etc. We have a 'mathematical' correspondence exchanged
(c. 1025) by two schoolmasters, Regimbold of Cologne and Radolf
of Li6ge. It is truly pitiful. Their geometry was on the pre-Pytha-
gorean level; they were not bad computers, it is true; we might
compare them to the Egyptian scribe Ahmose, who had done his
task almost twenty-seven centuries before 1" (ibid., p. 105).

This characterization of Western science recalls Macaulay's
reference to Hindu science as it obtained in India a century ago.
While Dr. Sarton's estimate was based on an abundance of com-
parative knowledge and no prejudice, Macaulay's was based largely
on ignorance and prejudice. Lord Acton had said that Macaulay
"knew nothing respectably before the seventeenth century, nothing
of foreign history, religion, philosophy, science, or art'* (Mayhew,
The Education of India, p. 55).

As early as 1783 the attention of the British authorities had been
drawn to the scientific achievements of the Hindus. In his Intro-
duction to Dr. N. N. Law's Promotion of Learning in India by
Early European Settlers, the Ven. Walter Firminger, Archdeacon
of Calcutta and President of the Calcutta Historical Society, quotes
from a letter, dated November 17,1783, written by Colonel Henry
Watson commending Mr. Reuben Burrow to the Government for
his enquiry into and knowledge of the sciences of the Hindus. Mr.
Burrow, said the Colonel, "has also discovered that several branches
of science which were supposed to be the invention of Europeans,
were long since known to the Brahmins; that they were acquainted
with the decimals and algebraic computations, and also, that they
had determined the mean motions of the Sun and Moon and several
otter parts of astronomy to almost as great exactness four thousand
years ago as the Europeans have done in the present age. ... He
fe further of opinion that, from what he has already seen, that the